Enter through the narrow gate
TUESDAY JUNE 23 (Mt 7,6.12.14)
The gates for entering into the Kingdom of God and to enjoy His eternal blessing are three. The first to pass through for reaching the other two is the perfect obedience to the Commandments written upon the two tablets: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery: You shall not have other gods beside me. You shall not invoke the name of the LORD, your God, in vain. For the LORD will not leave unpunished anyone who invokes his name in vain. Remember the sabbath day — keep it holy. Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a long life in the land the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, his male or female slave, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” (Cfr. Ex 20,1-17). If this gate is not passed through, through no other gate it will be possible to enter the heavenly beatitude and for us getting to it will be impossible. 

The second gate allows us to enter in the superion justice that is given by Christ Jesus’ word: ““Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things have taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven. I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was said to your ancestors, ‘You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raqa,’ will be answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be liable to fiery Gehenna.” (Cfr Mt 5,1-7,29). While on the one hand the Commandments obligate to give what is due to both God and human beings, on the other hand Christ’s Law requires us to give our life to the Father for humankind’s salvation. This is the second gate that every disciple of Jesus must pass through. No one has a love greater than the one who donate own life for the salvation of every brethren. Thus did Jesus from the cross.
At that time Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not give what is holy to dogs, or throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them underfoot, and turn and tear you to pieces. Do to others whatever you would have them do to you. This is the law and the prophets. Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few!”
The third gate is the purest obedience to the Holy Spirit. Which is this gate? It is the consacration of our own life to the edification, formation, and sanctification of the body of Christ. A disciple of Jesus has to love the body of Christ, His Church, so much to offer his own life to Christ thus many other human beings will join it, and those who are already within it shall come to perfect sanctification. Here it is the great teaching of Saint Paul: “And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the extent of the full stature of Christ, so that we may no longer be infants, tossed by waves and swept along by every wind of teaching arising from human trickery, from their cunning in the interests of deceitful scheming. Rather, living the truth in love, we should grow in every way into him who is the head, Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, with the proper functioning of each part, brings about the body’s growth and builds itself up in love.” (Eph 4,11-16). Nowadays this gate is highly neglected. And this implies that also the other two are neglected too. We are not walking on the narrow road, rather upon the large one. Though, the latter does not lead to life rather to eternal perdition. It is urgent to go back on the narrow road.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make that Jesus’ disciples live for Him, in Him, and with Him.
